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did not care for it either. She then turned from me to talk
to Bezkoi, who had just come up, and I left the gardens
enchanted with the honour she had done me.
She was of middle height, well made, and of a majestic
carriage. She knew how to make herself agreeable to those
whom she cared to interest. She was not beautiful, but
pleasing, gentle, affable, and witty, devoid of all preten-
sion, which was the more remarkable as she had every reason
to have a good opinion of herself.
Some days afterwards, Panin told me she had twice asked
him about me, a sign that I had pleased her. He advised me.
to try and meet her again, as she would be certain to call
me to her, and that if I cared to accept office in Russia she
would no doubt find me a place somewhere. Although I
did not know myself what employment she could offer me
which would induce me to stay in a country that, when all
was said and done, I did not like, I was pleased to think
that I could gain admittance to the Court. I walked daily in
the summer gardens, and was rewarded by a second inter-
view. This rime she sent an officer to fetch me. We spoke
of a fete which was to have been held out of doors, and
which the bad weather had prevented. She asked me if in
Venice we often had such entertainments. I answered that
so far as climate was concerned my country was certainly
happier than Russia, for with us fine days were the rule,
whereas in Russia they were the exception.
At this interview, and at a third which took place somt
ten days later, we discussed the reformation of the Russian
calendar, and she surprised me by the intelligence and depth
of her arguments. She spoke modestly and simply, but with
great precision, and her reasoning was as imperturbable as
her good humour. Her manner, the very opposite of that
of the King of Prussia, denoted a genius far superior to his.
The kindness and gentleness of her demeanour gave her an
advantage over her opponents, while the affected roughness
and brusqueness of Frederick caused him to be frequently
duped.